THE CONSTITUTION
Of
THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC Of PAKISTAN, 1973
[12th April, 1973]

Preamble
Whereas sovereignty over the entire Universe belongs to Almighty Allah alone, and
the authority to be exercised by the people of Pakistan within the limits prescribed by
Him is a sacred trust;
And whereas it is the will of the people of Pakistan to establish an order :Wherein the State shall exercise its powers and authority through the chosen
representatives of the people;
Wherein the principles of democracy, freedom, equality, tolerance and social justice,
as enunciated by Islam, shall be fully observed;
Wherein the Muslims shall be enabled to order their lives in the individual and
collective spheres in accordance with the teachings and requirements of Islam as set
out in the Holy Quran and Sunnah;
Wherein adequate provision shall be made for the minorities freely to profess and
practise their religions and develop their cultures;
Wherein the territories now included in or in accession with Pakistan and such other
territories as may hereafter be included in or accede to Pakistan shall form a
Federation wherein the units will be autonomous with such boundaries and limitations
on their powers and authority as may be prescribed;
Therein shall be guaranteed fundamental rights, including equality of status, of
opportunity and before law, social, economic and political justice, and freedom of

thought, expression, belief, faith, worship and association, subject to law and public
morality;
Wherein adequate provision shall be made to safeguard the legitimate interests of
minorities and backward and depressed classes;
Wherein the independence of the judiciary shall be fully secured;
Wherein the integrity of the territories of the Federation, its independence and all its
rights, including its sovereign rights on land, sea and air, shall be safeguarded;
So that the people of Pakistan may prosper and attain their rightful and honoured
place amongst the nations of the World and make their full contribution towards
international peace and progress and happiness of humanity :
Now, therefore, we, the people of Pakistan,
Cognisant of our responsibility before Almighty Allah and men;
Cognisant of the sacrifices made by the people in the cause of Pakistan;
Faithful to the declaration made by the Founder of Pakistan, Quaid-i-Azam
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, that Pakistan would be a democratic State based on Islamic
principles of social justice;
Dedicated to the preservation of democracy achieved by the unremitting struggle of
the people against oppression and tyranny;
Inspired by the resolve to protect our national and political unity and solidarity by
creating an egalitarian society through a new order;
Do hereby, through our representatives in the National Assembly, adopt, enact and
give to ourselves, this Constitution.

Article 4, 8 (1,2), 9, 15, 16, 17, 19,20, 25, 27 of the Constitution of
Pakistan

4. Right of individuals to be dealt with in accordance with law, etc.
(1) To enjoy the protection of law and to be treated in accordance with law is the inalienable
right of every citizen, wherever he may be, and of every other person for the time being
within Pakistan.
(2) In particular :(a) no action detrimental to the life, liberty, body, reputation or property of any person
shall be taken except in accordance with law;
(b) no person shall be prevented from or be hindered in doing that which is not
prohibited by law; and
(c) no person shall be compelled to do that which the law does not require him to do.

8. Laws inconsistent with or in derogation of fundamental rights to be void.
(1) Any law, or any custom or usage having the force of law, in so far as it is inconsistent
with the rights conferred by this Chapter, shall, to the extent of such inconsistency, be
void.
(2) The State shall not make any law which takes away or abridges the rights so conferred
and any law made in contravention of this clause shall, to the extent of such
contravention, be void.

9. Security of person.
No person shall be deprived of life or liberty save in accordance with law.

15. Freedom of movement, etc.
Every citizen shall have the right to remain in, and, subject to any reasonable restriction
imposed by law in the public interest, enter and move freely throughout Pakistan and to
reside and settle in any part thereof.

16. Freedom of assembly.
Every citizen shall have the right to assemble peacefully and without arms, subject to any
reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the interest of public order.

[17. Freedom of association:
(1) Every citizen shall have the right to form associations or unions, subject to any
reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the interest of sovereignty or integrity of
Pakistan, public order or morality.
(2) Every citizen, not being in the service of Pakistan, shall have the right to form or be a
member of a political party, subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the
interest of the sovereignty or integrity of Pakistan and such law shall provide that where
the Federal Government declares that any political party has been formed or is
operating in a manner prejudicial to the soverignty or integrity of Pakistan, the Federal
Government shall, within fifeen days of such declaration, refer the matter to the
Supreme Court whose decision on such reference shall be final.
(3) Every political party shall account for the source of its funds in accordance with law.]

19. Freedom of speech, etc.
Every citizen shall have the right to freedom of speech and expression, and there shall be
freedom of the press, subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the interest of
the glory of Islam or the integrity, security or defence of Pakistan or any part thereof, friendly
relations with foreign States, public order, decency or morality, or in relation to contempt of
court,[15][commission of] or incitement to an offence.

20. Freedom to profess religion and to manage religious institutions.
Subject to law, public order and morality:(a) every citizen shall have the right to profess, practise and propagate his religion; and
(b) every religious denomination and every sect thereof shall have the right to establish,
maintain and manage its religious institutions.

25. Equality of citizens.
(1) All citizens are equal before law and are entitled to equal protection of law.
(2) There shall be no discrimination on the basis of sex [15B][*].
(3) Nothing in this Article shall prevent the State from making any special provision for the
protection of women and children.

27. Safeguard against discrimination in services.
(1) No citizen otherwise qualified for appointment in the service of Pakistan shall be
discriminated against in respect of any such appointment on the ground only of race,
religion, caste, sex, residence or place of birth.
Provided that, for a period not exceeding [16][forty] years from the commencing day,
posts may be reserved for persons belonging to any class or area to secure their adequate
representation in the service of Pakistan:
Provided further that, in the interest of the said service, specified posts or services may
be reserved for members of either sex if such posts or services entail the performance of
duties and functions which cannot be adequately performed by members of the other
sex [16A][:]
[16B]

[Provided also that under-representation of any class or area in the service of
Pakistan may be redressed in such manner as may be determined by an Act of Majlis-eShoora (Parliament).]

(2) Nothing in clause (1) shall prevent any Provincial Government, or any local or other
authority in a Province, from prescribing, in relation to any post or class of service under
that Government or authority, conditions as to residence in the Province. for a period not
exceeding three years, prior to appointment under that Government or authority.

